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English 1001ISummer2012

Language and Composition
Office hours:
MTR 3-4; W 11-12
and by appointment

Professor Angela Vietto
Office: 3345 Coleman Hall
217-549-3203 (cell; call before 10 pm)

The purpose of this course is to help you develop writing skills for practical purposes: the kind of
writing skills you will need in college, at work, and in your life as a citizen.
That means that we will always be thinking about the kind of writing that gets things done, the kinds
of things you write in order for them to be read by someone specific for a reason.

In addition, as a part of the general education program, this course will support your development in
all three of the major components of general education at EIU:

1.
2.
3.

to enhance student literacy and oral communication
to encourage students to think critically and reflectively
to introduce students to knowledge central to responsible global citizenship

Texts from TRS

WebCT

Faigley, Writing: A Guide far College and Beyond
Peterson & Brereton, The Norton Reader
Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual

Course handouts will be saved in our WebCT
space, along with other materials that you
might need. I will also make your grades
available in WebCT.

Classrooms
We will meet in two locations each day of class, with a short break in between:
9:00-10:15 a.m.
10:15-11:15 a.m.

Room 3140 (traditional classroom)
Room 3120 (computer classroom)

Information for students with disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the
Office ofDisability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
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Assignments and Grading
!Assignment
Participation & <2!iizzes
Homework & Guided Journal
Mini-essays (5 @ 4% each)
Research Synthesis 1
Research Synthesis 2
Persuasive Essay 1
Persuasive Essay 2

Weight
10%
20%
20%
10%
15%
10%
15%

Final Grading Scale*
93-100 A
85-92 B
77-84 c
76 and below NC**

•In addition to receiving a passing grade, students must complete all essays and mini-essays in order to receive a passing grade in
the course.
**NC means "no credit." Students who earn less than 76% will receive a grade of NC, which does not count in GPA, but they
must repeat the class. Students who fail the class due to plagiarism will receive an F (and must repeat the class).

Final Exam: There is no final exam in English 1001.

Participation: Good participation means giving every activity your best effort, contributing your
thoughts and questions about the material we are working on, and never making it difficult for others
to learn. You will receive up to 10 points for participation daily; positive behavior will earn you
points, but negative behavior will result in reduction of points down to and even below 0.

Quizzes: <2!iizzes will be given at the beginning or end of class (or both) on most days and will also
be worth 10 points. (Participation grades and quiz grades will be averaged together to form 10% of
the final grade.)

Policies

> During class time, give class your full attention.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Cell phone off.
No ear buds.
No Facebook checking, leisure web browsing, etc.
Listen.

5. Think
6. Respond.

>

Plagiarism will result in failing the course.

> Following directions matters.
> Meeting deadlines matters.
>

I want you to succeed, but be clear: it's your choice, not mine.

> I want you to succeed. Let me know when you have questions or concerns.
>

>

When you want to talk with me outside of class, come to office hours or call me. Use email if
it's an emergency and you can't call for some reason.
Work submitted late loses 25% ofits value for each calendar day it is late.
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The Electronic Writing Portfolio: You may use any of our four major essays (Research Synthesis 1
or 2, Persuasive Essay 1 or 2) to submit to the Electronic Writing Portfolio.

Letters of Recommendation: One of my hobbies is writing really great letters of recommendation
for deserving students in support of scholarships, internships, jobs, and other opportunities. If you
earn an A in this class and display effective and positive interpersonal skills, please feel free to come
back to me at any time to request a letter of recommendation.
For me and for other instructors, you should remember the following:

1. Ifyou've done good work in the course and think you'll come to that instructor for a letter, be
sure to keep some of your best work from the course, so that you can remind the instructor of
your work
2. Always try to request letters of recommendation at least two weeks before they are needed.
3. When requesting a letter, if it's been a while since you had the instructor, remind us what
class you took with us and when, and it wouldn't hurt to provide a resume or other summary
of what you've been doing in the meantime.

The English Department's statement on plagiarism: "Any teacher who discovers an act of
plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author,
and representation of them as one's original work' (Random House Dictionary ofthe English Language)has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to
and including immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the
course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student Standards."

My statement on plagiarism: I assume I can trust you, but if you break that trust by plagiarizing,
expect to fail the course. Easy solution: Don't use sources when they're not calledfar. When sources are
required, we will talk together about avoiding plagiarism. Pay attention.

Attendance: Every day you miss class, you lose participation credit. It is your responsibility to check
the syllabus, then talk with a classmate and finally talk with me (outside of class, ideally in the office
or by phone) to make sure you know what you missed and have a plan for catching up. Your best bet
is not to miss class unless you are very sick, in the hospital, etc.
Although I do not have a "you-miss-more-than-X-number-of-days-and-you-can't-pass" policy,
the truth is that if you miss more than a day or two in such a compressed class, odds are good that you
will have difficulty passing.
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Schedule (subject to change)
Scheduled readings and written homework assignments are due on the date listed.
When assignments are due as email attachments:

•

save each assignment as a separate file

• give each file a name that includes some reference to the assignment AND your last name (for
•
•

example, N ews_Smith.docx).
save all files as .doc, .docx, or .rtf
send to arvietto@eiu.edu

Unit One: The Writing Process: A Case Study on Education
T June 19

Topics: Introductions. Invention. Summary. Speculation and utopias. Thesis statements.

Due as email attachments by 10 p.m. W Tune 20:
a) Two news summaries from two different newspapers
b) Complete draft ofMini-Essay 1
Due at the beginning of class R Tune 21:
c) Journal Entries 3-7
d) Read in Writing pp. 92-94 and 96-99
Bring to class RJune 21:
• Journal
• Writing

RJune 21

Topics: Development andfocus. Organization. Peer review. Personal narrative. Dystopia.

Due as email attachments by the beginning of class on F lune 22:
a) News summary from Thursday, from a newspaper not used yet
b) Complete draft ofMini-Essay 2
Due at the beginning of class F Tune 22:
c) Journal entries 8-12
Bring to class F Tune 22:
• Journal
• Pocket Style Manual

F June 22

Topics: Style. Standard Written English (SWE). Invention.

Due as email attachments by 10 p.m. Sunday, Tune 24:
a) Final versions ofMini-Essays 1, 2, and 3
b) List of at least 3 research questions about the U.S. educational system
c) One news summary from the weekend
Due at the beginning of class M Tune 25:
d) Journal entries 13-15
e) Read in Writing pp. 211-217 and 256-263
Bring to class M Tune 25:
• Journal
• Pocket Style Manual
• Writing
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M June 25

Topics: Audience. Research. Formal documentation. Plagiarism and how to avoid it.

Due as email attachment by the beginning of class T Tune 26:
a) Partial annotated bibliography for Research Synthesis 1 (including five
newspaper or magazine sources+ one scholarly journal article)
Due at the beginning of class T Tune 26:
b) Journal entries 16-17
Bring to class T Tune 26:
• Journal
•

T June 26

Pocket Style Manual

Topics: Scholarly journal articles. Evaluating sources. Your ethos. Documentation.

Due as email attachments by 10 p.m. W Tune 27:
a) Complete annotated bibliography
b) Two news summaries
Due by the beginning of class R Tune 28:
c) Read in Writing pp. 219-227
Bring to class R Tune 28:
• All your sources for Research Synthesis 1 (on laptop or other device, or on
paper; just be sure you have access to all sources during class, in both
classrooms)
•

R June 28

Writing

Topics: Research synthesis (informative essay). Informative thesis. Summary vs. quotation.
Documentation. Avoiding plagiarism.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. R Tune 28:
a) Complete draft of Research Synthesis 1
Due at the beginning of class on F Tune 29:
b) Journal entries 18-19
c) Read in Writing pp. 489-492, 501-506
Bring to class F Tune 29:
• Journal
•
•

F June 29

Writing
Pocket Style Manual

Topics: Revision and editing. Development; organization; style; SWE. Persuasion. Audience.
Persuasive thesis. Informal documentation.

Due as email attachments by 10 p.m. Sun. July 1:
a) Final draft of Research Synthesis 1
b) Topic proposal for Persuasive Essay 1
c) One newspaper summary
Due at the beginning of class M July 2:
d) Journal entries 20-22
e) Read in Norton Reader pp. 260-261, 400-402
Bring to class M July 2:
• Journal
•

Norton Reader
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MJuly 2

Topics: Persuasion and development: evidence, arguments, counterarguments, and refutation.

Due as email attachment 10 p.m. M July 2:
a) Complete draft of Persuasive Essay 1
Due at the beginning of class T July 3:
b) Journal entry 23
Bring to class T July 3:
• Journal
•

T July 3

Pocket Style Manual

Topics: Development; organization; style; SWE; peer review.

Due as email attachment by the beginning of class R July 5:
c) Final draft of Persuasive Essay 1
d) One news summary
Due at the beginning of class R July 5:
e) Journal entry 24
Bring to class R July 5:
• Journal

Unit Two: The Writing Process: Case Study on Public Affairs
RJuly 5

Topics: Invention. Utopia and dystopia.

Due at email attachments by 10 p.m. R July 5:
a) Complete drafts of mini-essays 4 & 5
Due at the beginning of class F July 6:
b) Journal entry 25
Bring to class F July 6:
• Journal
•

F July 6

Pocket Style Manual

Topics: Research; evaluating sources; documentation; annotated bibliography.

Due as email attachments by 10 p.m. Sun. July 8:
a) Final drafts of Mini-Essays 4 and 5
b) Partial annotated bibliography for Research Synthesis 2, including at least 3
scholarly journal articles
Due at the beginning of class M July 9:
c) Journal entry 26
Bring to class M July 9:
• Journal
• All sources for Research Synthesis 2
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MJuly 9

Topics: Scholarly research articles. Formal documentation.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. M July 9:
a) Complete annotated bibliography
Due at the beginning of class T July 10:
b) Journal entry 27
c) Reading TBA
Bring to class T July 10:
• Journal
• Readings distributed in class
T July 10

Topics: Research synthesis (informative essay). Informative thesis. Documentation. Avoiding
plagiarism.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. W July 11:
a) Complete draft of Research Synthesis 2
Bring to class. R July 12
•

RJuly 12

Pocket Style Manual

Topics: Development; organization; style; SWE.

Due as email attachment by the beginning of class F July 12:
a) Final draft of Research Synthesis 2
Due at the beginning of class F July 12:
b) Journal entries 28-29
c) Reading TBA
Bring to class F July 12:
• Journal
• Readings distributed in class
F July 13

Topics: Persuasion; persuasive thesis; audiences.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. Sun. July 15:
a) Complete draft of Persuasive Essay 2
Bring to class M July 16:
•

M July 16

Pocket Style Manual

Topics: Development; organization.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. M July 16:
a) Revised draft of Persuasive Essay 2
Bring to class T July 17:
•

Pocket Style Manual
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T July 17

Topics: Style; SWE.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. W July 18:
a) Final version of Persuasive Essay 2
Due at the beginning of class R July 19:
b) Journal entry 30
Bring to class R July 19:
• Journal
RJuly 19

Course conclusion

English 1001ISummer2012

Language and Composition:
Revised Syllabus for the Second Half
Office hours:
MTR 3-4; W 11-12
and by appointment

Professor Angela Vietto
Office: 3345 Coleman Hall
217-549-3203 (cell; call before 10 pm)

All policies from the original syllabus, unless revised in this document, are still in force.

Assignments and Grading
!Assignment
Participation
Homework & Guided Journal
Utopian & dystopian mini-essays (5% each)
Educational narrative mini-essay
Research Synthesis 1
Persuasive Essay 1
Second half of course: 6 mini-projects
(5% each)

Weight
10%
20%
10%
10%
10%
10%
30%

Final Grading Scale*
93-100 A
85-92 B
77-84 c
76 and below NC**

* In addition to receiving a passing grade, students must complete all essays and mini-essays in order to
receive a passing grade in the course.
**NC means "no credit." Students who earn less than 76% will receive a grade of NC, which does not
count in GPA, but they must repeat the class. Students who fail the class due to plagiarism will receive
an F (and must repeat the class).

Conferences: Two conferences are required, one each during week 4 and week 5.

The Electronic Writing Portfolio: You may use any essay from this course that is at least 750 words
long to submit to the Electronic Writing Portfolio.
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Schedule, July 5-July 19 (subject to change)
Scheduled readings and written homework assignments are due on the date listed.
When assignments are due as email attachments:

•
•
•
•
•

save each assignment as a separate file
give each file a name that includes some reference to the assignment AND your last name (for
example, News_Smith.docx).
save all files as .doc, .docx, or .rtf
send to arvietto@eiu.edu
When submitting individually selected mini-projects, be sure to indicate in the subject line or in the
body ofthe email which project you are submitting.

Bring the Pocket Style Manual to class every day for the rest of the course.
RJuly 5

Discussion ofrevised schedule and mini-projects. Sign up for conferences duringfinal two weeks.
Individual selection of mini-projects far the rest ofthe course. Work on revising mini-essays from
week 1. Style: Avoiding wordiness.

Due as email attachments by the beginning of class F July 6:
a) Final revised version of Utopian and Dystopian mini-essays
Due at the beginning of class F July 6:
b) Journal entries 25-26
Bring to class F July 6:
• Journal-will be collected
F July 6

Graded persuasive essays returned. Style: Choosing strong verbs.

Due as email attachments by 10 p.m. Sun. July 8:
a) Final revised version of Educational Narrative mini-essay
b) Drafts of TWO new mini-projects
Bring to class M July 9:
• All research materials & drafts you've written for any of the new mini-projects

In addition to class meetings, individual conferences will he held M, T,
W July 9-11 in Prof. Vietto's office, according to the schedule.
MJuly9

Graded utopian and dystopian mini-essays returned. Style: Avoiding cliches and tired phrases.

Bring to class T July 10:
• All research materials & drafts you've written for any of the new mini-projects
• Printed drafts of all mini-projects that you have begun drafting.
T July 10

Style: Word choice.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. W July 11:
a) Drafts of at least TWO MORE new mini-projects
Bring to class, R July 12
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•

RJuly 12

All research materials & drafts you've written for any of the new mini-projects

Style: Sounding natural.

Bring to class F July 12:
• All research materials & drafts you've written for any of the new mini-projects
F July 13

Peer review, editing, writing time.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. Sun. July 15:
a) Drafts of all remaining mini-projects (including any extra credit projects)
b) Final version of at least one mini-project (no further revisions)
Bring to class M July 16:
• All research materials & drafts you've written for any of the new mini-projects

In addition to class meetings, individual conferences will be held M, T,
W July 16-18 in Prof. Vietto's office, according to the schedule.
MJuly 16

Peer review, editing, writing time.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. M July 16:
a) Final version of at least one more mini-project
Bring to class T July 17:
• All research materials & drafts you've written for any of the new mini-projects
T July 17

Peer review, editing, writing time.

Due as email attachment by 10 p.m. W July 18:
a) Final version of all remaining mini-projects
Bring to class RJuly 19:
• Printed copy or disk copy of one mini-project to present to the class (you will
need to be prepared both to talk about the project and to read a passage or
passages from it out loud)
RJuly 19

Course conclusion, including submission to Electronic Writing Porifolio (make sure you have
access to the essay you plan to submit, which must be a minimum of 750 words long, not
counting list of works cited)

